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The ſecond Volume of Mr. Nx Als HISTORY of the PuxITAxs, 
reviſed, corrected, and enlarged. Octavo, price 7s. 6d. 
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N. Z. The third Volume is in the Prefs, 


Proverss XIV. 32. 


THE RIGHTEOUS HATH HOPE IN Hts 
DEATH. 


HERE is no book, which hath fo ſtrong a 
T practical tendency, as hath the Bible. All 
its parts combine to give men a deep, ſetious con- 
viction of the excellence of righteouſneſs. It uni- 
formly repreſents the advantage as lying on the ſide 
of holy and virtuous perſons. Theſe ate the cha- 
raters which it honours : to which it aſſigns every 
valuable blefling in this life, and an inheritance, 
eternal in the heavens. Scarcely can you open a 
page, where you will not meet with ſome things on 
this point. = 


The book of Proverbs, though it is admirable as 
a collection of maxims of prudence, is yet more 
remarkable and to be highly prized, as going much 
beyond the leſſer proprieties of conduct, inculcating 
the principles of univerſal righteouſneſs, as meant to 
form the whole character to excellence, and as diſ- 
playing, at large, the happy effects of wiſdom in its 
full extent. The difference between the righteous 
and the wicked, in their characters and portion, is 
B fully 
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fully marked out, and boldly expreſſed. Every 
conſideration, that illuſtrates the happineſs and 

ſuperiority of the former above the latter, is advanced 
and urged with great variety and force of language. | 
Thus, in ſome verſes preceding the text: In the | 
« fear of the Lord,” ſaith the wiſe man, is ſtrong 
* confidence; and his children ſhall have a place of | 
é refuge; The fear of the Lord is a fountain o 

« life, to depart from the ſnares of death,” 4 


In the text the aathor carries his views farther, 


R beyond a deliverance from the ſnares of death, to 
confidence apd hope, under the laſt extremity itſelf: tl 
contraſting it with the lot of the wicked. The d 
© wicked is driven away in his wickedneſs : but the u 
« righteous hath hope in his death.” Theſe words 0 
ſuggeſt to our conſideration, a pleaſing and conſolatory G 

. Jubject, We will reflect Pi 
I. On the character which the text deſcribes, = 

And e m 

II. On the peculiar felicity of ſuch. | th 

1. Let us reflect on the character which the text 4 


. deſcribes. The nature and compaſs of it deſerve 
our attention. In the ſtrict ſenſe of the word, 
the rigbteous man is the juſt, upright, honeſt man: 
who ſcrupulouſly fulfils the obligations of juſtice Ge 
and equity. Thus Simeon is ſpoken of as a man 
who was jzft, or righteous, as well as devout, Bur, 

in 
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in the ſcriptures, the word · is very frequently com- 
prehenſive of every virtue of temper and conduct, 
and includes ſobriety, benevolence, and devotion, 
as well as integrity and truth. Thus is it applied to 
delineate the character of Zacharias and Elizabeth; 
They were both righteous before God, walking in 
* all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord, 
« blameleſs,” 


The ** of righteouſneſs is law; and will 


differ according to the different degrees of clearneſs, 


perfection, and force, with which that is publiſhed, 
There is the law of nature ; the law promulgated to 
the Patriarchs; that ſpoken by Moſes ; and that 
delivered by Jeſus Chriſt. It is our privilege to live 


under the laſt of theſe, and it is our duty to conform 


ourſelves to this pure and complete declaration of 
God's will. This is the rule of life and manners to 
xs, direCting us to aim at a height of goodneſs mit- 
able to the perfection of the law under which we 
live, and to the peculiar excellence and power of the 
motives by which it is enforced. The queſtion, 


then, for us to diſcuſs is not what might denominate 


a perſon righteous in the eſtimate of Solomon, and 
under the Moſaic diſpenſation, but who, on Chriſtian 
principles, is the righteous man? 


He certainly who believes in and obeys the 
Goſpel. Our Lawgiver is Jeſus Chriſt, who was 
ent by the Father, the firſt and ſupreme of all 
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Beings to be our Teacher and Redeemer, our Head 
and Judge. Righteouſneſs, as our purſuit, muſt 
ſpring from faith in his divine miſſion, and be 
regulated by pious regards to his character, his 
authority, his pattern, his grace, and his judicial 
powers. Would we form a diſtin and compre- 
henſive notion of a righteous character, we ſhould 
delineate it in all its branches, and trace it through 
all its exertions. To do this may be. uſeful, both to 
diſplay its excellence and furniſh ground for ſerious 
and impartial enquiry, whether we poſſeſs it, 


To begin, where the firſt and chief regards of 
rational, dependent creatures are due. The righte- 
ous man hath veneration, loye, and gratitude, habi- 
tually prevailing in his breaſt towards God, as the 


greateſt and beſt of Beings. He worſhips his 


Maker with regularity, fincerity, and ſeriouſneſs. 
He feels, owns, and adores his preſence in every 
place, his providence in all circumſtances, and his 
goodneſs in every enjoyment, He reſigns to his will, 
and ſtudies to approve himſelf in his ſight. 


Thus governed by ſentiments of piety, can he 
otherwiſe than hold the name of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
meſſenger of divine truth and grace, in religious 
reſpect: convinced that his doctrine was not his 
own, but his that ſent him; humbly and gratefully 
accepting the everlaſting bleſſings of the Goſpel 
profeſſing his faith in this great Prophet and Saviour; 


per- 
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perpetuating the remembrance of his death and love, 
by a regular obſervance of the Lord's Supper: and 
forming the temper and conduct according to the 
direction of his precepts, and the beayties of his 
example ? | 


On this baſis of piety towards Ged, and of faith 
in Chriſt Jeſus, how many amiable and engaging 
virtues will ariſe to mark his manners and adorn 
his life! Truth, honour, and probity will run 
through all the commerce of life. He will approve 
himſelf the kind relative, the faithful friend, the 
benevolent 'man. Whatever public character he 
ſuſtains, he will fulfil its duties with fidelity 3 apply- 
ing all the {kill and vigour of his mind to obtain the 
virtuous and honourable ends it is deſtined to pro- 
mote, Is it the character of the Chriſtian miniſter, 
in which he appears? He will ſtudy the ſcriptures 
impartially ; he will exhibit the truth, as far as he 
hath learnt it, faithfully; he will “ renounce the 


hidden things of diſhoneſty, not walking in crafti- 


© neſs, nor handling the word of God deceitfully, 
** but, by manifeftation of the truth, 'commending 
e himſelf to every man's conſcience;” ſeeking not 
to charm the ear, but to enlighten the underftanding, 
and purify the heart; ſeeking not to be admired, but 
to ſave himſelf and thoſe who hear him. The ſenſe 
of duty, the principle of rectitude will pervade the 
whole ſocial conduct of the righteous man, To 
the afflifted he will ſhew himſelf ſympathiſing and 
generous ; to the injurious and unworthy mild and 

for- 
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forgiving ; to all courteous; to his country a friend 

and guardian of its liberties, not to be beguiled or 
bought into any meaſures injurious to its intereſts.” 
In a word, he will embrace all men in his kind re- 
gards, ſhewing himſelf charitable, to the full extent 
of that charity which is the bond of perfectneſs. He 
will live for the good of others; and will carefully 
form his manners and example that he may not cor- 
rupt the world, but edify it by the force of his ex- 
ample and the purity of his manners. 


Even beyond preſerving appearances under the 
eye of mankind, will the righteous man carry his 
concern. He will indulge to no ſecret vice; keep 
his heart, his paſſions, and appetites, with diligence 
and conform his inward thoughts and affections to 
the ſame rule of purity and virtue by which he models 
his public conduct and viſible carriage, - In private 
his devotion pours out its feelings before the throne 
of that God, who ſeeth in ſecret : in retirement his 
ſelf· reflection erects its tribunal and brings his words, 
thoughts and actions into a review for approbation 
or amendment: and in his heart faith exerciſes its 
power, calling up to his recollection its divine prin- 
ciples and diſplaying before him its eternal proſpects. 
By theſe principles and proſpects he is kept ſtedfaſt 
and immoveable in the work of the Lord, perſevering 
and abounding therein unto the end. To the end 
_ theſe principles ſupport his virtue; enliven, animate 
and cheat his mind. | 


Such 
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Such is the character of the righteous man. Short 
and imperfect as is this ſketch, it appears a valuable, 
uſeful and amiable character. But the text directs 
us to conſider not ſo much the worth and excellence 
of it as the privilege and happineſs connected with 


it, and that in one particular point of view. This 
brings me to our 


Second Head, namely the felicity of the righteous, 
He hath Hope in his death. *© Death,” faith a good 


preacher, © is no other to every man, than he hath 


* made it to himfelf*,” © The wicked is driven 
© away” with force and violence as chaff is before a 
ſtrong tempeſtuous wind, * in his wickedneſs,” i. e. 
either on account of his vice, or in his evil, mean- 
ing by the expreſſion, diſtreſs and trouble: in 
which ſenſe the word is uſed by our Saviour, Matt. 
vi. 34. © Sufficient to the day is the evil thereof; 
and then the two parts of the ſentence will appear 
in an exact and beautiful oppoſition. That whereas 
the wicked, whatever ſecurity he may promiſe to 
himſelf while his ſtate is ſmooth, and his circumſtances 
eaſy and calm, when clouds break in upon him, and 
diſtreſs on every ſide invades him, has no ſtand, but 
is hurried away as chaff by the rapidity of a violent 
wind ; the good man, on the contrary, who fears 
God and has regard to his laws, in the time of the 


® Sermons of the Rev, William Turner, of Wakefield, 
p. 145. excellent diſcourſes, well adapted to the uſe of 
families, 


greateſt 


U ² i <4 5 P. 


rr 


2 — — PL 
—— 


- Do - 3 


( i) 


greateſt diſtreſs which can befal him, and even in 
that which is moſt ſhocking to human nature, death 


Itſelf, feels under him a firm foundation, and has the 


ſupport which a well grounded hope is capable of 
imparting®. * The righteous hath hope in his 
death.“ A few thoughts on the certainty and 
excellence of this hope will illuſtrate our ſubject. 


I. As to the ground and certainty of this hope, 
this is generally the caſe. There may be ſome ex- 


ceptions. The hope of the righteous,” through 


a conſtitutional melancholy, or ſome falſe notions of 
God and religion, or a miſtaken conception of kis 


moral ſtate, or ſome circumſtances not in the power 


of reaſan to controul, may ſometimes fail. His 
ſpirits may fink into dejection, and unreaſonable fears 
may diſtract his thoughts. But this is not the na- 
tural and proper ſituation of his mind. He hath a 
right to comfort and hope. He hath within himſelf 


' folid grounds of humble confidence. He hath am- 


ple reſources of peace and good expectations: and a 
lively hope, a hope full of immortality, doth fre- 


quently ſpring up in his breaſt, and ſpread a cheering 


light'over the dark valley of the ſhadow of death, 
Under all circumſtances he hath a claim and title to 
good hope through grace : and, though it ſhould 
for a time be darkened and obſcured, ir will not 


* De. Jer. Hunt's Fun*ral Sermon for the Rev. Joſeph 


Miaiſters. 1717. p. 7. 
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finally fail him. Every conſideration begets and 
juſtifies his hope. 


Let him review his temper and life, and commune 
with his own heart. Theſe reflections may awaken 


an humiliating ſenſe of many failings and tranſ- 


greſſions: yet the teſtimony of his conſcience is his 
rejoicing, Let him contemplate the divine perfec- 
tions and look up to God: from the beſt of beings, 
from the righteous Lord who loveth righteouſs he 
hath the expectation of a merciful regard, of a gra- 
cious acceptance, Let him call to mind his expe- 
rience of God's goodneſs, and of the effects of a 
righteous courſe : the goodneſs, which hath never 
failed him, is a ſure foundation of truſt; an in- 
vigorating perſuaſion is produced, that it can never be 
exhauſted, that it can never change, And whatever 
benefits he hath derived from an holy, virtuous con- 


duct, they are a pledge that good will ſtill flow from it. 


The ſeeds and principles of future happineſs he finds 
are ſown his heart: he hath cuitivated thoſe ſeeds; they 
have borne fruit; and an harveſt of comfort and 


happineſs awaits him. He is conſcious of a meetneſs | 
for that world, into which nothing that defileth can 


entet-_ He is prepared to join the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfect. In ſuch ſociety only can he find what 
will ſuit his habits and gratify his taſte. Under 
whatever light he views his ſituation, comfort and 
hope ſpring out of it, 
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But, beſides this, his hope reſts on the word of 


God ; on the promiſes of the goſpel : on the word 


of that God, who cannot lie; on the promiſes of 
that ey aging goſpel, which “ hath brought life 
« and immortaliry to light.” There is not a decla- 
ration of the ſcriptures concerning the perſon and 
doom of the righteous, but ſpeaketh peace to his 
mind, and bids him be of good cheer. A full and 


glorious recompenee is announced in the pages of 
divine truth. The gift of God is eternal life 


e through Jeſus Chriſt : and it is held forth to them, 
« who by a patient continuance in well doing ſeek 
* for glory, honour, and immortality,” The hour 


is coming in the which all that are in the graves, 


„ ſhall hear the voice of the Son of God, and. ſhall 
& come forth; they that have done good unto the 


4 reſurreRtion of life®.” This ſublime and anima- 
ting expectation was the peculiar ſubject of our 
Lord's preaching : and received its full confirmation 


Had Jeſus Chriſt delivered no other declaration than 
this, he had pronounced a meſſage of ineſtimable importance, 
and well worthy that ſplendid apparatus of prophecies and 
miracles, with which his miſſion was introduced and atteſted 
a meſſage in which the wiſeſt of mankind would rejoice 
to find an anſwer to their doubts and reſt to their enqui- 
ries. It is idle to fay, a future ſtate had been diſcovered 
already—it had been diſcovered, as the Copernican ſyſtem 
was—it was one gueſs amongſt many. He alone diſcovers 
who PROVES; and no man can prove this point, but the 
teacher who teſtifies by miracles that his doctrine comes from 
God. Paley's Moral Philoſophy, b. 5, c. 9. 

by 
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by his reſurrection from the dead, an event which , 


ſealed his doctrine and exhibited him to our faith 
under the notion of being * the rſt fruits of them 
that ſleep.” The hope which reaſon ſuggeſts, 
revelation confirms ; that revelation which hath un- 
veiled futurity and difcloſed the ſcenes of everlaſting 
bliſs and glory”. 


« Verily thera. is a reward for the righteous.” It 


is his happineſs, that his hope not only runs through 


his life, to ſooth the ſorrows, to leflen the difficulties, 


and to animate the duties of his daily courſe: but 
it attends him to the laſt, It never leaves him : nor 
forſakes him. It will comfort and ſupport him in 
the view of death; nay, is then moſt valuable and 


* I am tempted to ſubjoin here an affecting and ſtriking 
anecdote from the life of the great and good Dr. Leechman. 
In his laſt illneſs he was viſited by the ſon of a late worthy 


nobleman; whom, with a venerable, placid aſpe@, an ani- 


mated eye, a diſtin tho? feeble articulation, he addreſſed 
in theſe words: You ſee the ſituation I am in. I have not 
many days to live; and I am glad you have an opportunity 
«« of witneſſing the tranquillity of my laſt moments, but it is 
not tranquillity and compoſure alone; it is joy and triumph, 


it is complete exultation.“ His features kindled, his voice 


roſe as he ſpoke. And whence,” continued he, does this 
*« exultation ſpring? From that book,” pointing to a bib/e 
that lay on a little table by his bed-ſide ; from that book 
too much neglected indeed, but which contains invaluable 
<< treaſures ! treaſures of joy and rejoicing; for it makes us 


certain, that this mortal ſhall put on immortality.” Dr. 


Leechman's Sermons, v. I. p. 91, 92, of the prefixed Life. 
C 2 effica- 
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efficacious. The righteous hath hope in his 
death.“ This is the excellence of his hope, that it 
raiſeth him ſuperior to nature's laſt diſtreſs, We are 


- 2dly, To dwell on this thought, the ſeaſon when 
this hope exerts its power, namely, at the cloſe of 
life and in the view of death. It is a chearing and 
efficacious remedy for the evils of that hour, It 
comes 1n aid to the feebleneſs of our ſpirits and the 
uncertainty of our minds, When we confider the 
forerunners of death, the reflections which its ap- 


proach awakens, or the clouds and darkneſs that 


hang over the ſtate beyond it, the hope of the righte- 
cus is a refreſhing cordial, and moſt ſeaſonable relief. 
This deſerves our attention. Pleaſing and invigo- 


rating are the expectations, which the youthful 


boſom entertains. Hope is an enlivening ſpur, in 
any period, to the purſuits of life. But then is it 


moſt valuable and precious, when fleſh and heart 


fail : when diſtreſs is felt: when the mind is apt to 
look back with mournful regret, or to look forward 
with painful doubts. Let us weigh theſe recom- 
mendations of the righteous man's hope. 


It chears and ſupports him, when diſeaſe is preying 
upon his vitals and undermining his ſtrength. The 
approach of death is in itſelf melancholy and pain- 
ful. . Torture and anguiſh, languor and weakneſs, a 
loſt appetite and emaciated frame, reſtleſs nights 
and weariſome days are the ſad preludes of the Jaſt 
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hour, The help of the phyſician is felt to be vain: 
and the ſoft attentions of tenderneſs are ineffeual. 
The intereſts of this life are vaniſhing away, and the 


glory of the world no longer captivates. Then, then 


the righteous hath hope. He findeth, that * the 
* earthly houſe of his tabernacle” is haſtening to its 
final diffolution : but he knoweth, that he hath a 


building of God, an houſe not made with hands, 


eternal in the heavens.” He can ſee his body 
conſuming, cheared with the expectation, that“ this 
e corruptible will put on incorruption, and this 
e mortal, immortality,” He can lift up his head 
with joy, becauſe his redemption draweth nigh. 
What is death in his view, but a calm, refreſhing 
ſleep? What is the return of the body to the duſt 
but a prelude to its riſing again a glorious, immortal 


form? How valuable is ſuch a hope | 


It is not leſs excellent, if from the conſideration 


of his preſent condition, his thoughts turn back. 


Painful and bitter reflections are apt to riſe in the 
laſt moments of life. The ſtate of a wicked mind, 
under ſuch reflections, is truly deplorable. When 


nothing but a life of ſin and folly paſſes in review, 


and an awful, righteous judgment is before him, 
what peace can there be in his breaſt? How happy 
a reverle to this is even then the condition of the 
righteous? He may juſtly be affected with a ſenſe 
of many failings and imperfections, but hope in the 
divine mercy, confidence in- the promiſes of the 

| goſ- 
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goſpel, and a conſciouſneſs of having lived righte- 
ouſly, raiſeth him above bis fears. His mind is 
refreſhed with unſpeakable comfort and pleaſure, 
Every affection of piety he has exerciſed, every ſen- 
timent of benevolence he has cultivated, every vir- 
tuous action he has performed, ate ſo many ſeeds of 
peace and hope. His heart is not oppreſſed with a 


load of guilt, nor hüs breaſl torn with the anguiſh of 


deſpair. I have fought à good fight,” ſaith the 
apoſtle, I have finiſhed my courſe; J have kept 
* the faith.“ Hope, an heavenly and ſublime hope, 
ariſeth out of ſuch reflect ions on the paſt ; „ hence- 
* forth/there is laid up for me a crown of righte- 


« ouſneſs; which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 


* will give me at that day.” This hope of the 
righteous ſtands on the retroſpect of a life, devoted 
to God and virtue; à retroſpe& taken in thoſe mo- 


ments, when the verdict of conſcience is moſt cool 


and impartial, when the!ſpirits are feeble and fears 

apt to riſe the higheſt. It is a day of trial, but the 
hope of the righteous ſtandeth the trial, and becomes 
by it more pure and upright. It is another recom- 
mendation of his peculiar happineſs, 


That, in a ſeaſon of great, natural uncertainty, hope 
fillet his breaſt. In the preſent ſtate of imperfect 
"knowledge and partial information, we are in a ſtate 
of great ignorance as to what ſhall be hereafter,” 

_ Theawful ſcenes of futurity are involved in ob- 
| ſeurity. Death, therefore, hath been called a leap 


in 


6199 
in the dark. *©* We know not what we ſhall be: 


* but we know, that when Chrift, who 1 is our life, 


& ſhall appear; we ball be like him, for we ſhall fee 
him as he is.” Herejthe hope of the righteous, en- 


lighteneth the darkneſs of the laſt hour, and to a 
great degree, ſcatters the clouds that hang aver the 
grave. It is a hope founded on our beſt apprehen- 
ſions of the divine nature. It is a hope built on the 
word of God, on the declarations of Jeſus Chriſt, the 


true and faithful witneſs, nay, on his. reſurrection 
from the dead. * Becauſe he liveth, we ſhall live 
alſo.” This is the aſſurance of faith, that * if Jeſus 
« died and roſe again, even ſo them that ſleep in 
* Jeſus will God bring with him.” What doubt 
or uncertainty ſoever may belong to the queſtions, 


which the hope of another life Ifivobres: in it, the 


general expectation is clear and certainꝰ; it is the 
well-grounded expectation of a reſurrettion to eternal 
life, to be enjoyed under every circumſtance that can 
render it the object of our ardent: wiſhes, or that can 


gratify our nobleſt Powers and beſt affections. In 


ſuch a hope the righteous man hath ſolid ſatisfaction 


„et is very obſervable, that we are left more in the dark 
*« what ſhall be on the morrow, than what ſhall” bs after 
% death, or in the morning of the reſurrection. All ſuturities 


*« reſpeCting the pre/ent world are in proportion uncertain- 


„ ties; whilſt as to eternity, every evidence conſpires to 


d aſcertain and aſſure us, that though it be a ſeaſon yet to 


e come, it will take place. Mr. Thomas Newman's Ser- 
mon at St. Thomas, January 1, 1750, p. 10, 12, 


and 
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and - abundant conſolation, Unſpeakable is the 
comfort, on entering into a dark valley, to ſee light 
opening beyond it; even though it doth not diſſipate 
the darkneſs of the way. The darkneſs of the path 
ſerves to endear to us the gleamings of light diſ- 
cernible at the end of it. So the hope of the righte- 
ous, though it be not attended with every informa- 
tion we might wiſh to obtain concerning our future 
exiſtence, is exceedingly valuable, becauſe to a great 
degree and inthe moſt important inſtances, it removeth 
the doubts-and uncertainty of the mind, and leaveth 
it in the poſſeſſion of a calm, unſuſpecting, nay, 
Joyful perſuaſion, that there will be another life of 
glory, perfection, and bliſs for the righteous. 


Theſe are conſolatory reflections on the removal 
of the righteous. On the loſs of worthy perſons 
and beloved relatives, our ſorrow is in danger of 
{welling too high and of breaking the bounds of 
decorum and piety. But many conſiderations, ſug- 
geſted by religion and dictated by faith, offer to 
ſooth and moderate our grief. We mult be enemies 
to our own comfort, if we do not admit them. The 
death of the righteous is an event which, though 
affecting and gloomy, is accompanied with hope. 
That they died in faith,” looking for the reward 
of the inheritance, is conſolation to our afflicted 
minds : and our own hope, if we be the followers of 
their faith and patience, is nearly involved in theirs. 
They had hope in their death, and we leave them 
in 


ti 
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in the grave with hope, with the chearing perſuaſion 
that their views will be realiſed, and with the con- 
ſoling expectation of meeting them again, when at 
the coming of Chriſt they ſhall appear with him 1a 
glory. We might congratulate them on the peace, 


| ſerenity, and proſpects, with which they reſigned 


this life. Congratulate we not ourſelves under all 
our ſorrows, on their happy end, and on the bliſsful, 
glorious ſcenes before us ? 


We have, in ſuch a caſe, many conſolations; 
ſolid grounds of comfort and even of joy. Is it not 
a conſolation to our mournful moments, that our 
friends were righteous? Is it not a conſolation, 
that their religious principles and righteous courſe, 
as far as the nature of their diſeaſe permitted the 
mind to recollect and apply them, laid a rational 
foundation for their peace and hope ? Is it not a 
conſolation, that on the ſame grounds on which they 
could, as the genuine effect of their faith and holi- 
neſs, meet death with compoſure and good hope 
through the goſpel, we may indulge the moſt pleaſing 
thoughts concerning their future ſtate? Ts it not a 
conſolation, that our affectionate thoughts and hopes 
can follow them beyond the grave to the morning 
of the reſurrection, when “ thoſe who ſleep in Jeſus 
„God will bring with him? By theſe conſidera- 
tions the ſadneſs of our minds is relieved : gladdening 


expectations mingle with the hour of ſorrow : we are 
D led 
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led to look beyond the hour of ſorrow, and to rejoice 
in the hope of the reſurrection. Let mourners admit 
theſe words of conſolation. How excellent are the 
principles of religion which furniſh them! How 
excellent is the faith of Chriſt, which confirms and 
eſtabliſhes them! How excellent is the character 
to which they belong | 


You have, my friends, anticipated me in the 
applicatipn of theſe reſlections to our late dear and 
reſpected friend, Mr. Morgan: to his character and 
to his end do they apply. He diſapproved of ful- 
ſome panegyricks pronounced over the deceaſed : 
but it may be hoped, that he would pardon us, were 
he now a concealed witneſs to the ſolemn employ- 
ments of this hour, if he heard us give ſome vent to 
the ſentiments of reſpect and affection due to his 
virtues and memory. You have long known him. 
Forty years has he gone in and out among you, 
preaching © the word of the kingdom :” and to you 
may the appeal be made, how holily and juſtly and 
* unblameably” he behaved himſelf during that long 
period. In the earlier ſtage of life did the diſtin- 
guiſhing and amiable virtues of his character diſplay 
themſelves : as I can ſpeak on the teſtimony of a 
reſpected mend”, who was the companion of his 

youthful 


* 'The Rev. John Howel, now ſettled at Bridgwater. Mr. 
Morgan was born July 6th, 1731, in the pariſh of Langam- 


gam- 
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youthful ſtudies at Carmarthen, The end of his 


life has been crowned with the moſt honourable 


teſtimonies to him, as © having gone through it with 
real honour,” and leaving ſociety to regret, © that 
e 1t hath loſt one of its moſt valuable members, and 
<« religion one of its brighteſt ornaments“.“ In 
ſaying this, I ſpeak not my own ſentiments merely, 
but the language of others: to which “ the lamen- 
* tation on his death expreſſed by all parties, and 
* the univerſal ſorrow that has been ſhown for him,” 
is an unfeigned and affectionate echo. 


gamarch, in Brecknockſhire. In 1745 he entered the diſ- 
ſenting academy at Carmarthen, then under the direction of 
the Rev. Evan Davies and the Rev. Samuel Thomas. His 
firſt ſettlement, as a miniſter, was at Dulverton, in Somerſet- 
ſhire; from whence he removed, in 1754, to Collumpton. 


* The public prints have borne the following teſtimony 
to his character. On the 15th inſtant died, at Collumpton, 
where he had reſided upwards-of forty years, that truly 
„ yenerable man, the Rev. Samuel Morgan, a diſſenting 

miniſter of that place. —His piety was fervent and un- 
«« affected, his integrity inflexible, and his morals irreproach- 
„able. The liberality of his mind roſe ſapertor to all party 
„ diſlinctions, and he embraced, as brethren, the whole ra- 
«« tional creation of God. With fortitude and cheerfulneſs 
ehe ſuſtained a lingering and painful diſorder ; and, at laſt, 
« with truly chriſtian dignity, he cloſed his eyes in peace, in 
ce the 64th year of his age.” Exeter Flying Poſt, Sept. 25th, 
and Taunton Herald, Sept. 27th. 
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Were a ſtranger to aſk, what were the diſlin- 
* guiſhing excellencies of our deceaſed friend's charac- 
ter? I would reply, that, beſides the principle of 


rational piety which lieth at the foundation of every 
virtue, beſides that purity of manners which was 
uniformly unblameable, he was remarkable for ſtrict 
Juſtice and inflexible integrity, for a calmneſs of 
mind ſcarcely ever ruffled, for ceconomy without 
meanneſs, and prudence without craft; and that theſe 
virtues were united with a diffuſive benevolence, and 
tender ſympathy of ſpirit. He was ever ready to 
do good; and often hath the tear been ſeen to roll 
in his eye at the relation of another's diſtreſs. His 
principles, as a chriſtian miniſter, “ were the reſult 
ce of conviction and of a ſacred regard to truth: and 
« he was never the ſlave of prejudice and party. 
He embraced the doctrine of Unitarianiſm, at a 
« time, when reproach and odium were caſt upon 
all its profeſſors :” which I mention not as a proof 
of the truth of his ſentiments, but as expreſſive of 
his love of truth. It was, you will recollect, his 
declared opinion, © that prejudices, careleſſneſs, neg- 
* ligence, and indifference, with regard to matters of 
<* religion, are highly criminal; and a blind and ſervile 
attachment to abſurd opinions and forms, is utterly 
& indefenſible. Such a conduct,” he ſaid, „can 
e not be conſiſtently vindicated, or reconciled with 
ce thoſe fundamental principles and maxims on which 

« Chriſtianity 


(* 


« Chriſtianity was at firſt propogated in the world, 
e and on which the reformation from Popery, in the 
latter ages of the church, was entirely built. For 
e the honour of God, and the credit of the Goſpel, 
* perſons of wiſdom and integrity ſhould guard 
<* againlt every wrong bias, and lay aſide all narrow 
views and contracted deſigns“.“ 


He was himſelf far ſuperior to ſuch narrow views ; 
he looked upon all Chriſtians with the ſentiments of 
an enlarged charity. Far from thinking that the 
* attention of the Divine Being was confined to thoſe 
* of his own ſect, he regarded all ſects and parties, 
as objects of God's regard and favour.” The 
ce benevolence of his mind diſpoſed him to receive as 


4 na notion molt natural, in his views, to the benevo- 


„ lence of the Deity, the doctrine of the final hap- 
* pineſs of all men:“ a doctrine which every bene- 
volent mind would be inclined to wiſh true, though 
he can not fee the evidences for it from ſcripture to 
be full, clear, and deciſive. So humane and bene- 
nevolent minds, judging from partial views only, 
and influenced by the kind feelings, would be apt to 
think it moſt conſonant to divine benevolence, that 


- 20 evil ſhould exiſt in the world. — In the late ſeaſon 


* Preface, p. 2, 3, of 4 Common Prayer Book, according 
to the plan of the Liturgy of the Church of England, with 
ſuitable Services.” This was the only work Mr. Morgan pub- 


liſhed, and not till it had lain by him about 30 years. 
of 
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of political paſſion and ferment, .our worthy friend 
preſerved his uſual prudence and integrity : and 
. * he reflected, during his ſickneſs, with much plea- 
* ſure, that he had not contributed in the leaſt degree, 
e by falling in with the proceedings of the day, to 
ce the calamities that have happened to this quarter 
of the globe.“ 


His life was righteous His end was peace and 
hope. You know with what calmneſs and compo- 
ſure, with what chriſtian patience and fortitude, nay, 
with what chearfulneſs he ſupported his laſt pain- 
ful illneſs, and talked of his approaching death. It 
gladdened the heart of his neareſt connections, aſto- 
niſhed every beholder, and raiſed general admiration. 
He expreſſed himſelf fully perſuaded, that providence 
had wiſe and benevolent purpoſes to anſwer in all 
e its dealings, though we could not ſee into its 
* defigns;” and ſhowed himſelf ſatisfied and eaſy 
with thoſe chriſtian principles and hopes, © without 
* which,” he ſaid, © all would be melancholy and 
% gloomy.“ In the enjoyment of good health, he 
had declared, that the apprehenſion of death was 
©« never terrible to him, and that he could as com- 
s fortably repoſe himſelf in the ſleep of death, with 
the hope of riſing on the morning of the reſurrec- 
tion, as repoſe himſelf in the ſleep of night, with 
<* the hope of riſing on the morning of the return- 
« ing day.” His faith and patience never failed him. 

| The 
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The temper, with which he met his diſſolution, was 
ſuch as teſtified the hope of the righteous in death, 
The manner of his dying, in the letter, agreed to the 
account of the departure of true Chriſtians, viz. 


falling aſleep in Jeſus. 


Thus our excellent friend, whom 1 ſhall long re- 
member with eſteem, affection, and regret, in the 
64th year of his age, hath for ever cloſed his eyes on 
this world; its intereſts and connections. But we 
comfort ourſelves with the hope that he will ftill 
live in his children“: whoſe happineſs it is, that they 
have reached to an age that enabled: them to diſcern 


* Mr. Morgan married on the 12th of February, 1772, the 
youngelt daughter of the late learned, eminent, andexcellent 
Dr. Bennet Stevenſon, 37 years the miniſter of a ſociety of Pro- 
teſtant diſſenters, at Bath; who died in that relation 23d 
March, 1756, aged 74. Mrs. Morgan died about 4th of May, 
1783, aged 38 years, leaving a ſon and danghter, the children 
of one birth. Since this diſcourſe went to the preſs, the 
author has been informed, that Mr. Morgan received his edu- 
cation in claſſical learning under ſeveral maſters, and finiſhed 
it with the Rev. John Evans, a young gentleman diſtinguiſhed 
by bright parts : and that his father was the Rev. Thomas 
Morgan, born near Bridgend, in Glamorganſhire, miniſter of 
the goſpel, at Lanwrlyd, above forty years: to whole cha- 
racter the enemies to his religious profeſſion bore an honour- 
able teſtimony, praiſing his integrity, and the patience which 
he exemplified in an illneſs of many years before his death; 
which happened in the 66th year of his age : whoſe father 


-alſo was 40 years miniſter of one congregation, 


and 
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and appreciate the virtues and worth of his character : 
who eſteemed and loved him with all the partiality 
which good young minds properly feel for “ one 
of the beſt of parents and beſt of friends.“ We 
will applaud their opinon, if in their fond and re- 
ſpectful eſtimate, © no one, within their knowledge, 
approached nearer to the perfection of human na- 
ture.” And we promiſe ourſelves, that the name of 
their deceaſed father will be ever ſacred to them : 
while it. will be their ambition to perpetuate his 
merit in their own conduct, to act upon his princi- 


ples, to fill up life with the like dignity and pro-. 


priety, and to cloſe it with fimilar hope, peace, and 
honour. 


As to you, my chriſtian friends of this ſociety, 
who have loſt a pious, judicious, and faithful prea- 
cher of righteouſneſs, what ſhall I ſay? But, in the 
exhortation of the Apoſtle & remember Him who 
c hath ruled over you; who hath ſpoken to you the 
* word of God z whoſe faith follow, conſidering the 
«end of his converſation“.“ You have ſeen 
the power of chriſtian principles, in forming a 
worthy and excellent character: you have ſeen their 
efficacy in inſpiring fortitude, and begetting tran- 
quility, under pain and ſickneſs, and in the view of 

Remember your guides, who ſpake unto you the word of 


God: whoſe faith imitate, conſidering the iſſue of their courſe 
of life,” —Wakefield's Tranſlation, 


friendſhip, 


tor 
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death. Do you not eſteem and value them? Will 
vou not regulate your lives by them; and derive 
from them your conſolations and hopes? Yes: you 
will. Had not they who heard the inſtructions, 
ſaw the example and enjoyed the friendſhip of Mr. 
Morgan, great advantages for religious and moral 
improvement: and ſhall theſe advantages be loſt and 
the final account of them be given up with ſhame 
and remorſe? It is to be devoutly hoped, that this 
will not be the caſe, His inſtructions, example and 
friendſhip will be numbered amongſt the moſt va- 
luable bleffings of life: the remembrance of them 
will be ſweet: and the influence of them laſtiug. 


| But we have to fear that the reduced ſtate of your 
numbers may be a great bar to his place in the church 
being filled up by a ſuitable ſucceſſor. The diſſo- 
lution of our chriſtian ſocieties is painful to ſerious 
minds, the friends of practical religion and the lovers 
of truth and liberty. Let us, however, rejoice under 
every apprehenſion of this kind, that the Gos ps. 
is EVERLASTING. Let me recommend the carrying 
on your religious ſervices and edification, by the 
method you have adopted in the illneſs of your paſ- 
tor; that of conducting the worſhip by one of your 
own body: though it may not have cuſtom, or 


numbers or ſplendor on its ſide, it conveyeth inftruc- 


tion agrecably to your own principles, and will keep 
aye the flame of devotion, 


* a 


* 
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At all events let us conſole ourſelves with ſenti- 
ments of truſt in the Being, who is the God of righte- 
ouſneſs and truth, * The conſideration” (to uſe 
the words of your deceaſed miniſter) * that a bene- 
e yolent God reigneth, and diſpoſeth all things for 
tc the beſt hath a tendency to diſpel all gloomy fears 
and anxious doubts, and to fill the human mind 
* with- pleaſing hopes, even when our well-meant 
& attempts to promote the cauſe of truth, virtue and 
liberty are not attended with preſentſucceſs*.” This 
conſideration of comfort I leave with you: affec- 
tionately and earneſtly recommending you, my chriſ- 
tian friends, to God and to the word of his grace, 
which his able to build you up and to give you an 


* inheritance amongſt all them that are ſanctified.“ 
4 


* See p. xi. of the preface before quoted. The reſt of the 
paragraph deſerves to, brought forward here, on account of 
the juſt and animating ſentiments it contains. Our little 
«© plans may, perhaps, be uſeful hereafter, though men 
« ſhould now be ſunk into ſuch a ſtate of corruption and 
«« degeneracy, as to neglect and diſregard them. In future 
« ages, in foreign climes and different realms, they may poſ- 
« ſibly be ſeriouſly attended to and properly improved and 
«« perfected. The genius of freedom and integrity wall 
4 one time or other, it is hoped, ſmile on the civil and moral 
« world, and obtain a complete triumph over political errors 
« and ſpiritual tyranny.” Mr. Morgan has left ready for 
the preſs a variety of devotional forms, adapted to the me- 
thod of worſhip uſual in diſſenting congregations : which 
may, perhaps, ſee the light. 
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Before I cloſe, let me be further indulged with 
the attention of this crowded nN to a word of 
general admonition. 


Let us be perſuaded to follow after the character 


of the righteous. This character hath merit to com- 


mand our eſteem ; it hath charms to conciliate our 
regards; it poſſeſſeth a worth that giveth it vaſtly 
the ſuperiority to rank, or wealth, or genius, or any 
of the diſtinctions on which men are apt to be elated. 
And, when every thing elſe which this world can af- 
ford, ſhall loſe its importance, when life itſelf is 
expiring, when all the glory of life will be nothing 
to us then is the advantage on the fide of the righte- 
ous. * He hath hope in his death,” His principles 
retain their power and efficacy to the laſt, His re- 
flections on a holy and righteous courſe are full of 
comfort. No pain attends them, No gloom hangs 
over them. He can Jook up to God, as to the 
Being, who hath been his friend; whoſe ſervice hath 
been his delight; whoſe favour hath been the great 
object of his ambition, 


Is it ſo; can it be fo with the wicked man? © His 
wealth and honour now elude his graſp. His ground 
is giving way under him, He is about to leave every 
thing behind him ; and hath nothing in reverfion but 
a fearful expectation of judgment. Alas! Whether 
he be ſenſible of it or not, he is in an unbappy ſtate. 
What hope can he derive from a courſe of life ſtained 


with guilt? What hope can he have fromGod, having 


1 caſt 
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eaſt off his fear and lived without him in the world? 
What hope can he have from the principles of un- 
belief? Thoſe principles deprive him of hope, 
unleſs it be the gloomy, the diſgraceful hope of 
annibilation; while they leave him expoſed to the 
conſequences of the probable reality and truth of 
principles, Which he hath deſpiſcd and diſobeyed. 
At beſt, he is in a dangerous, hazardous ſtate, He 
is certain of loſing every thing here: and jufinite is 
the ri he runs of incurring the. greateſt evils here- 
after. The wicked is driven away in his wicked- 
* neſs: but the righteous hath hope in his death.“ 


it a be in exerciſe, if conſcience be. ks. 
if he be ſenſible of his ſitvation, ſtill, (till the con- 
dition of the righteous man is defireable: it is a happy 
one. Peace is the genuine effect of it. Hope, a 
well grounded, heavenly hope, a hope ſure and ſted- 
faſt, that entereth within the vail, poſſeſſeth his 
breaſt; ſoftens his dying pillow and ſcatters the dark- 
neſs of the grave. 


Oh! the difference between the bad and the good 
man, when they come to die! The hope of the 
unjuſt man periſheth: but that of the righteous re- 
maineth. It will be fully and gloriouſly anſwered. 
Let this be the prayer of our hearts; let this be the 
object of our ſerious attention and purſuit through 
every day: Oh! that I may die the death of the 
< righteous, and my latter end be like his.” Amen. 


THE 
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Ovr FRIEND Lazarus SLEEPETH, Under this 
ſoft and pleaſing image doth Chriſt ſpeak of the 
death of one, whom he regarded with peculiar af- 
fection. While many afflictive ideas crowd into the 
mind on the removal of the good man, the friend 
and the relative, it is a duty which we owe to our 
own peace to admit, and a kindneſs which we owe 
to others to hold forth, thoſe views of death that may 
remove the melancholy impreſſions it leaves on the 
mind, and footh the ſorrows it cauſes. Let it then 
be ſaid, that our friend © is not dead; but fleepeth : 
He is not abſolutely loſt, but is fallen into a repoſe, 


The death of the Chriſtian is not an everlaſting pe- | 


ried to activity and enjoyment : but a removal from 


vain delights and fatiguing cares, He will awake 
again tothe dutics of a rational exiſtence with renewed 
vigour, There, in the calm flumbers of the grave, 
he findeth ſweet reſt from all the ſchemes and anxie- 
ties, the pleaſures and ſorrows, the hopes and fears of 
an uncertain and changeable life. But as after the 
repoſe of the night we awake to the ſatisfactions of an 
holy and uſeful lite and to the dear ſociety of our 
friends: ſo an eternal day will dawn, after the hours 

of 
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of darkneſs are paſſed ; and on the morning of the 
reſurrection, the Chriſtian ſhall awake, chearful and 
vigorous. 


See him ariſing, at the daun of immortal light, 
invigorated, beautiful and adorned, from his duſty 
bed, opening his eyes to hail the approach of an eter- 
nal day of purity and bliſs. Joys enter at every 
ſenſe. New and glorious ſcenes burſt upon him. 
Exalted objects offer to bis contemplation. His 
faculties expand and gain full ſcope for exertion. 
The commencing events of that day will ever exerciſe 
and animate devotion and benevolence. 


At the ſame moment, on which he ſhall awake, 
an endeared circle of pious relatives and friends of 
goodneſs will come forth from their tombs, cloathed 
in the beauteous forms of immortality ; they will 
fly, with mutual congratulations, to each other's 
embraces; and mingle hearts again, The tender 
ties of friendſhip and of grace ſhall again unite the 
righteous ; and eternity ſha!l ſtrengthen the ſacred 
bonds. | 

Thus it is for a real chriſtian to die, To ſay He 
is dead, is language- too harſh and doleful to be 
joined with dear, departed worth. They ſleep in 
Jeſus; they are gone to reſt in the faith of his goſpel, 
and with the\bope of riſing again by bis power. 
1 heſe 
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Theſe are ſoothing, conſolatory thoughts. It 
giveth us pain, indeed, to think that the long reſt 
which a dear friend will enjoy through the night of 
death, will break off our intercourſes with him, and 
rob us of all future improvement and pleaſure from 
his preſence and converſation, Yet our ſorrow and 
pain are alleviated by the e tion of the glorious 
morning, when we ſhal again joindguls, and mingle 
virtuous pleaſures ; Pleaſures heightened by the in- 
terruption, and improved by the refreſhent of our 
paſt repoſe. Doth it not often give relief to our 
ſympathetic feelings, to ſee a beloved friend, while 
we may count the tedious hours of wakefulneſs, cloſe 
his eyes in peaceful ſlumbers; eſpecially when un- 
uſual labours, or the alarming ſymptoms of ſickneſs 
have made ſleep peculiarly neceſſary ? Shall it be 
greivious, or difficult, to ſee him fall aſleep in Jeſus, 
entirely removed from every care, ſheltered from 
every danger, free from every ſorrow ? His reſt may 
perhaps cauſe a greater portion of trouble and grief 
to fall to our ſhare : but let it lighten our burden to 
reflect, that he whom we loved is enjoying his ſweeteſt 
and moſt perfect repoſe. It is true, our chriſtian and 
pious friends are gone : they have left us. But they 
left us under the care and protection of our Far HER, 
who is in heaven: our beſt friend, our Gop,: is ſtill 
with us. They have left us but for a ſeaſon: on a 
future day they ſhall be reſtored to our embraces, 
the moſt perfect defire of our eyes and everlaſting 


joy of our hearts, 


Let 
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Let the moſt pained heart open itſelf to theſe com- 
forts: and let the dejected, weeping eye be raiſed to 
meet ſo glorious a proſpect. For I ſay and teſtify 
* to you by the word of the Lord,” as ſpoken to us 
by that eminent apoſtle, Paul, that the gious dead 
are not periſhed : but that © if we believe that Jeſus 
died and roſe Again,“ we have all good reaſon to 
depend upon it, that ſuch as ſleep in. Jeſus will 
God bring with him :” and, when he, who is their 
life, Mall appear, they ſhall appear with him in 
& glory.“ Can we think of theſe proſpects, without 
perceiving the excellence of the goſpel, which diſ- 
plays them to the eye of faith: wichout feeling the 
glow of gratitude to that divine Friend and Re- 
deemer, who is the reſurrection and the life? Bene- 
volent Saviour, it was thy office to confirm to us the 
words of conſolation and hope; thy power will rea- 
lize and accompliſh the promiſe of life, and bring 
forward theſe glorious events! Oh] invaluable goſpel 
of the everlaſting God, it is thy excellence to impart 
ſuch rich conſolations, and to open to the eye of faith 
an eternal day 


It U painful, in connection with ſo delightful a 
ſubject, to reflect, that any thoughts ſhould ariſe to 
damp the pleaſure of our contemplations. But, 
alas! all who are in their graves, ſhall not awake to 
ſuch ſcenes of glory and bliſs. The morning of the 
reſurrection will dawn on all; but all will not be pre- 
pared to receive its opening brightneſs. To ſome it 

| will 
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will be a morning of great alarm, diſmay, and terror. 
What will make this great difference in the expec- 
tations and views of the dead, when, at the voice of 
the Son of God, they riſe again? We know that it 
will be the conſequence of the different courſe of life 
they have purſued, and of the different diſpoſitions 
they have formed. How ſerious, how powerful an 
inducement ſhould this be with every one of us, to 


prepare for a day that is big with the greateſt hopes 
and fears. | | 


The night of death, when no man can work, is 
coming on, When we reſt in the grave, what can 
we do for the honour of God, the benefit of man- 
kind, or the ſalvation of our own fouls? © What- 
ever our hands find to do, let us do it with all 
* our might.” The means of religious and vir- 
tuous improvement are now enjoyed. The word of 


grace and life is now preached to you. But ere long 


theſe valuable advantages will be loſt, Ere long 
the tongue that preaches the word will beever filent: 
and the ear that hears it, will be for ever cloſed. On 


the uſe made of this day, the intereſts of eternity 


depend, Far be it from us to trifle away our ſacred 
opportunities, Far be it from us to neglect the great 
buſineſs of life, till life is done. Let the careleſs 
and ſecure be now excited to repent and to work 
out his ſalvation with holy diligence and zeal. And 
be perſuaded, chriſtian brethren, to exert yourſelves 
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Let the moſt pained heart open itſelf to theſe com- 
forts: and let the dejected, weeping eye be raiſed to 
meet ſo glorious a proſpect. For I ſay and teſtify 
* to you by the word of the Lord,” as ſpoken to us 
by that eminent apoſtle, Paul, that the pious dead 
are not periſhed ; but that © if we believe that Jeſus 
died and roſe Again,“ we have all good reaſon to 
depend upon it, that“ ſuch as fleep in Jeſus will 
God bring with him :” and, © when he, who is their 
life, mall appear, they ſhall appear with him in 
&« glory.“ Can we think of theſe proſpects, without 
perceiving the excellence of the goſpel, which diſ- 
plays them to the eye of faith: wichout feeling the 
glow of gratitude to that divine Friend. and Re- 
deemer, who is the reſurrection and the life? Bene- 
volent Saviour, it was thy office to confirm to us the 
words of conſolation and hope; thy power will rea- 
lize and accompliſh the promiſe of life, and bring 
forward theſe glorious events! Oh ! invaluable goſpel 
of the everlaſting God, it is thy excellence to impart 
ſuch rich conſolations, and to open to the eye of faith 
an eternal day ! 


It is painful, in connection with ſo delightful a 
ſubject, to reflect, that any thoughts ſhould ariſe to 
damp the pleaſure of our contemplations. But, 
alas! all who arc in their graves, ſhall not awake to 
ſuch ſcenes of glory and bliſs. The morning, of the 
reſurrection will dawn on all; but all will not be pre- 
pared to receive its opening brightneſs. To ſome it 
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will be a morning of great alarm, diſmay, and terror. 
What will make this great difference in the expec- 
tations and views of the dead, when, at the voice of 
the Son of God, they riſe again? We know that it 
will be the conſequence of the different courſe of life 
they have purſued, and of the different diſpoſitions 
they have formed. How ſerious, how powerful an 
inducement ſhould this be with every one of us, to 


prepare for a day that is big with the FR hopes 
and fears. 


The night of death, when no man can work, is 
coming on, When we reſt in the grave, what can 
we do for the honour of God, the benefit of man- 
kind, or the ſalvation of our own fouls? © What- 
ever our hands find to do, let us do it with all 
* our might.” The means of religious and vir- 
tuous improvement are now enjoyed. The word of 
grace and life is now preached to you. But ere long 
theſe valuable advantages will be Joſt. Ere long 
the tongue that preaches the word will beever filent: 
and the ear that hears it, will be for ever cloſed. On 


the uſe made of this day, the intereſts of eternity 


depend. Far be it from us to trifle away our ſacred 
opportunities. Far be it from us to neglect the great 
buſineſs of life, till life is done. Let the careleſs 
and ſecure be now excited to repent and to work 
out his ſalvation with hol, diligence and zeal. And 
be perſuaded, chriſtian brethren, to exert yourſelves 

F | with 
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with greater vigour in the cauſe of God and in your 
preparation for an eternal day. Gird up the loins 
8 of your minds; be ſober; be fervent in ſpirit; ſer- 
| ving the Lord; perſevere in goodneſs, and hope to 
the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you 
at the coming of Jeſus Chrift. 


In the proſpect of that day, worthy friend and 
brother, farewell. We leave thee to thy peaceful 
ſlumbers in the grave where no gloom will depreſs, 
and no pain will torture. We hope to meet thee 

$ again, on the morning of the reſurrection, awaking 
; with joy, and clothed with the robes of immortality 
and glory. In the expectation of that ſeaſon, fare- 
well. God grant that we may be found worthy of 
the reſurrection to eternal life, and have our portion 

with the ſons of immortality on that day. Amen. 
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